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NEWC UPDATE
E x p l o r i n g  H o r s e - H u m a n  C o n n e c t i o n s :  I n s i g h t s
o n  E n h a n c i n g  E q u i n e  W e l f a r e

Listen to NEWC Director ,  Dr .  Carol  Hal l ,  discussing her  research

with  NEWC Executive Secretary,  Dr .  Rachel  Kay,  on horse welfare,

focusing on how horse-human interact ions af fect  qual i ty  of  l i fe .  

She shares f indings f rom their  Systematic  Review,  which explores

pain recognit ion,  emotional  react iv i ty ,  and handl ing,  highl ight ing

the importance of  ful f i l l ing horses '  physical  and social  needs.  Dr .

Hal l  emphasises how posit ive interact ions with humans can

improve welfare,  of fer ing valuable insights  into enhancing the

l ives of  horses in  sport  and leisure act iv i t ies .

Listen on the Internat ional  Society for  Equitat ion science website

via  t h i s  l i n k .
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/animal-welfare/article/living-the-good-life-a-systematic-review-of-behavioural-signs-of-affective-state-in-the-domestic-horse-equus-caballus-and-factors-relating-to-quality-of-life-part-i-fulfilment-of-speciesspecific-needs/046384BC90B1DB96CEC1BB5252CB46B5
https://www.equitationscience.com/podcasts/equitation-science/episodes/2148929661
https://www.equitationscience.com/podcasts/equitation-science/episodes/2148929661
https://www.equitationscience.com/podcasts/equitation-science/episodes/2148929661


N E W C  A n n u a l  M e m b e r  A w a r d s
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N E W C  Y a r d / O p e r a t i o n s  M a n a g e r s  N e t w o r k

We are del ighted to announce the return of  NEWC’s Annual  Member Awards!  These
awards provide a  fantast ic  opportunity  to recognise and celebrate the outstanding
work and achievements of  individuals  and teams within our  member organisat ions.

Further  detai ls ,  including how to submit  nominat ions,  wi l l  be sent  v ia  emai l  soon.
Keep an eye on your  inbox and prepare to shine a  spotl ight  on the incredible ef forts
within our  network!

The NEWC Yard/Operat ions Managers’  Network workshops wi l l  be
held on Thursday 2 2 n d  M a y  and Thursday 2 0 t h  N o v e m b e r  2025.

These vir tual  workshops,  hosted on Zoom from 10:00 AM – 12:00
PM, provide a  support ive space for  attendees to share knowledge,
ideas,  experiences,  and best  pract ices in  managing equine-keeping
establ ishments,  yards,  and faci l i t ies .

M a y  W o r k s h o p :  Focus on Strangles,  featur ing Nic deBrauwere
MRCVS,  NEWC Director  and Head of  Welfare and Behaviour  at
Redwings.

N o v e m b e r  W o r k s h o p :  Discussion on end-of- l i fe  decis ions for
equines.

Invitat ions wi l l  be sent  to al l  equine-keeping members soon.  For
more information,  contact  i n f o @ n e w c . c o . u k .

Dr  Hal l  was also an invited presenter  (v i r tual)  at  the
H o r s e  X P  2 0 2 5  C o n f e r e n c e  held in  I ta ly  on 15th-
16th March 2025.  

The presentat ion was t i t led ‘Please don’t  blame
your horse’  and was based on Part  2  of  the recently
publ ished review:  Hal l  C and Kay R 2024 Living the
good l i fe? A systematic  review of  behavioural  s igns
of  af fect ive state in  the domest ic  horse (Equus
cabal lus)  and factors  relat ing to qual i ty  of  l i fe .  Part
I I :  Horse-human interact ions.  Animal  Welfare 33.

Horse XP is  a  conference aimed at  ref lect ing on the importance of  horse welfare and how
innovat ion and science can impact  i ts  future,  providing a meeting point  for  those who wish to
make a qual i tat ive leap in their  approach to horses through a concrete connection between
science,  theory,  and dai ly  pract ice.  I t  was a  non-prof i t  event ,  and the proceeds wi l l  fund research
and development projects  for  horses.  The audience included enthusiasts ,  industry  professionals ,
and universi ty  students.

https://www.horsexp.it/
mailto:info@newc.co.uk
https://www.horsexp.it/
https://doi.org/10.1017/awf.2024.41
https://doi.org/10.1017/awf.2024.41
https://doi.org/10.1017/awf.2024.41
https://doi.org/10.1017/awf.2024.41
https://doi.org/10.1017/awf.2024.41


W e l c o m e  t o  o u r  n e w  M e m b e r s
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H o r s e B a c k  U K  is  a  mult i -award-winning Scott ish char i ty  that  focuses on
improving health and wel l -being by inspir ing recovery,  foster ing posit ive
change,  and helping individuals  f ind renewed purpose,  part icular ly  those who
are disadvantaged or  marginal ised.  Through horsemanship,  equine-assisted 

N E W C  S p o n s o r e d  N E F  2 0 2 5  L i v e - S t r e a m

The Nat ional  Equine Forum (NEF)  hosted i ts  33rd annual  event  on
Thursday,  6th March 2025,  at  the Inst i tut ion of  Mechanical
Engineers  in  London.  This  prest igious gather ing brought  together
industry  leaders,  veter inary professionals ,  and equestr ian
enthusiasts  to discuss key developments and chal lenges in  the
equine sector .

In  a  s ignif icant  ef fort  to  broaden accessibi l i ty ,  NEF 2025 was l ive-
streamed for  f ree,  made possible by the generous support  of
sponsors,  including NEWC, whose contr ibut ion ensured that
equine professionals  and enthusiasts  worldwide could tune in
without  f inancial  barr iers .

This  year ’s  #NEF25 Memorial  Lecture paid t r ibute to the late Kirsty  Withnal l ,  a  dedicated NEWC
Director  and RSPCA Special  Operat ions Unit  lead inspector ,  who played a pivotal  role  in  major
welfare cases,  including the 2008 Spindles Farm case in  Amersham.

Representat ives f rom NEWC member char i t ies  led the Memorial  Lecture panel ,  discussing
‘Chari t ies  Working Together . ’  The session showcased the strength of  col laborat ion in  equine
welfare,  honoring Kirsty’s  legacy and the pr inciples she dedicated her  career  to advancing.

Joining the discussion were World Horse Welfare Field Off icer ,  Penny Baker ;  The Hugs
Foundation Animal  Welfare Manager,  Jana Merrett -Jones;  and RSPCA Inspectorate Nat ional
Equine Lead,  Christ ine Styles.  Together ,  they shared insights  and experiences on the power of
teamwork in  improving equine welfare.

Founded in 1979,  F r e s h f i e l d s  A n i m a l  R e s c u e  is  a  respected sanctuary,
rescue,  rehabi l i tat ion,  and rehoming chari ty  providing compassionate care
for  a  wide var iety  of  animals ,  including horses,  ponies,  and donkeys.

The C l e v e l a n d  B a y  H o r s e  S o c i e t y  is  dedicated to preserving and promoting the
Cleveland Bay.  As a  registered chari ty ,  they regulate,  promote,  and protect  pure and
part -bred Cleveland Bay horses,  ensuring this  versat i le  and histor ic  breed thr ives for
future generat ions.  The Society 's  ef forts  include maintaining the studbook,  support ing
breeding programs,  and organis ing events  to showcase the breed's  versat i l i ty  and
temperament.  Learn more about  their  mission here.

learning,  rural  ski l ls  t ra ining,  and outdoor  act iv i t ies ,  HorseBack UK del ivers  award-winning
projects  designed to help part ic ipants  develop new coping strategies,  bui ld l i fe  ski l ls ,  and
strengthen resi l ience whi le  earning nat ional ly  recognised awards and qual i f icat ions.  F ind out
more about  their  work,  here.

Their  19-acre faci l i ty  in  Gwynedd,  North Wales,  houses state-of - the-art  stables,  f ie ld shelters ,  and
ample grazing areas,  ensuring their  equines receive the highest  standard of  care.  The team is
committed to rehabi l i tat ion,  rehoming,  and educat ion,  helping to improve equine welfare not  just
in their  sanctuary but  also in  the wider  community .  F ind out  more about  their  work here.

https://www.nationalequineforum.com/
https://www.clevelandbay.com/
https://horseback.org.uk/
https://www.freshfields.org.uk/
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BHS Proactive Events
The BHS,  along with the support  of  the BEVA Trust ,  run a  programme of  c l inics  across the UK
which offer  a  health check by a  vet ,  castrat ion,  passport ing,  microchipping,  dental  checks and
hoof  care at  a  reduced cost ,  as  wel l  as  advice and support  on a  huge range of  issues.

The Spring cl inics  wi l l  be held on:
Wednesday 19th March -  North West  Auct ions,  Jct  36,  Mi lnthorpe,  LA7 7FP
Wednesday 26th March -  Ruthin Farmers Auct ion Co,  Parc Glasdir ,  Ruthin LL15 1PB
Wednesday 9th Apri l  -  Berkshire Col lege Agriculture,  Burchetts  Green,  Maidenhead,  SL6 6QR
Tuesday 29th Apri l  -  Thrapston Livestock Auct ion,  Market  Rd,  Thrapston,  Ketter ing NN14 4JU

Autumn Cl inic :
Wednesday 1st  October  2025,  at  Thirsk Auct ion Mart ,  Blakey Lane,  Thirsk.  YO7 1AB

Please emai l  mol ly .baxter@bhs.org.uk for  further  detai ls .

The BHS Horse Care and Welfare team continues to run H o r s e  H e a l t h  D a y s  by attending yards,
r iding schools ,  equestr ian centres,  col leges or  pony clubs with their  weighbridges to weigh
horses and get  hands-on fat  scor ing.  Owners can then monitor  their  horse’s  condit ion year-
round and make necessary changes,  with the BHS offer ing tai lored weight  management advice
and ongoing support .  For  more information,  v is i t :  horse-health-day

UK's Relationship with the EU
The Border  Control  Post  at  Sevington,  which wi l l  carry  out  l ive animal
inspect ions fol lowing entry  to Great  Br i ta in v ia  the short  strai ts ,  wi l l  not
be ready for  operat ion in  Spring 2025.  The Labour administrat ion is
explor ing the possibi l i t ies  of  a  sanitary  and phytosanitary  (or  veter inary)  

reciprocal  agreement with the EU which has ef fect ively  deprior i t ised the implementat ion of  the
Border  Target  Operat ing Model .  The plans for  the BCP at  Holyhead are being s imi lar ly  reviewed.

The Environment,  Food and Rural  Affai rs  Committee has opened an inquiry  on animal  and plant
health.  The intent  is  to  provide consistent  scrut iny of  ongoing and emerging issues and
opportunit ies  relat ing to animal  and plant  health.  The Committee wi l l  cal l  for  evidence on a regular
basis  and produce i terat ive and focused reports  throughout the inquiry .  

The f i rst  cal l  for  evidence,  which closed at  the end of  January,  was on biosecuri ty  at  the border :
committees.par l iament.uk/work/8790/animal-and-plant-health/publ icat ions/

mailto:molly.baxter@bhs.org.uk
https://www.bhs.org.uk/horse-care-and-welfare/campaigns-proactive-work/horse-health-day/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/8790/animal-and-plant-health/publications/


Spring 2025 Newsletter  |  page 05

Legislation
Equine ID

The UK Government has announced it does not have the budget for

the proposed digitalised identification and traceability system. The

equine sector, via the British Horse Council, is engaging with the UK

Government to identify potential solutions to allow the Statutory

Instrument, which will update the current equine identification

legislation in England, to be progressed. 

As reported previously, Scotland and Wales have yet to consult on this for their own territories, but are

actively engaged, and Scotland is supportive of digital ID. Northern Ireland has administrative challenges

but is acutely aware of the gaps in data that exist within their territory and the risks this poses to biosecurity

and food chain safety. 

A n i m a l  W e l f a r e  ( L i v e s t o c k  E x p o r t s )  B i l l

The Animal  Welfare (Livestock Exports)  Act  2024 bans l ive animal  exports  of  horses and other
animals  including catt le ,  sheep,  and pigs,  f rom Great  Br i ta in for  s laughter  and fattening.  

Defra’s  Welfare in  Transport  team is  currently  working with the equine sector ,  including the BHC
and shippers,  to  co-design a solut ion enabl ing secondary legis lat ion to be la id that  wi l l  have a
hope of  being able to enforce this  ban.  Although there is  agreement that  i t  wi l l  be impossible for
i t  to  be watert ight  without  digital  ID for  equines.

W e l f a r e  D u r i n g  T r a n s p o r t  ( E U )

The Counci l  of  the European Union and the European Parl iament are currently  discussing the
European Commission’s  proposed legislat ion for  the welfare of  animals  during transport .  As
currently  wri t ten would create a  s ignif icant  dispar i ty  between the UK and EU,  part icular ly  with
regard to the type of  journeys covered.  

I t  wi l l  derogate most  non-slaughter  movements,  but  currently  excludes those for  breeding,  f rom
the detai led provis ions in  the legis lat ion.  There is  concern across the industry  that  some of  the
proposed requirements,  such as around required residency per iods and veter inary supervis ion of
loading,  would have a s ignif icant  detr imental  impact  to the sector .  

Equal ly ,  there is  concern f rom the welfare sector  that  derogating al l  movements except  for
slaughter  wi l l  make the legis lat ion unenforceable and is  a  step backwards f rom the current
regulat ion.  I t  would also create a  loophole that  would al low unscrupulous t raders  to declare
equines as moving for  a  purpose other  than to s laughter  to  ensure they do not  need to comply
with the detai led requirements.  



The Animal  Sentience Committee (ASC) report  on the due regard to animal  welfare –  legis lat ive 
compliance and enforcement was publ ished on the 24th of  February 2025.  

This  includes the fol lowing recommendations:
A central  body responsible for  direct ing and coordinat ing animal  welfare law survei l lance and
implementat ion,  working col laborat ively  with other  governmental  organisat ions and,  where
necessary,  NGOs.
Sett ing out  minimum resource al locat ion for  animal  welfare enforcement act iv i t ies  in  agencies
(such as local  authori t ies) ,  for  example,  budget ,  adequately  t ra ined and qual i f ied personnel
(minimum 2 per  Local  Authori ty) .
Central  report ing of  animal  welfare offence reports ,  invest igat ions,  and prosecutions (or  f ixed
penalty  not ices,  improvement not ices)  which is  avai lable as  an open-access annual  report ,
broken down by species and sector  and local  authori ty .
Appropriate and effect ive use of  f ixed penalty  and improvement not ices;  including l imits  on
the number of  t imes they can be appl ied to an individual  or  business,  before other  routes of
prosecution are appl ied (or  scal ing f ines to business turnover) .
Route for  incorporat ion of  relevant  animal  welfare science into codes of  pract ice,  inspect ion
regimes and use of  animal  welfare assessment tools  in  enforcement act iv i t ies .

The ful l  report  can be found here:  Animal  Sentience Committee report  on the due regard to
animal  welfare –  legis lat ive compliance and enforcement -  GOV.UK 

There is  work ongoing to set  up a new National  Companion Animal  Welfare Panel  for  local
authori t ies ,  s imi lar  to  The Nat ional  Animal  Health and Welfare Panel ,  but  with the focus being on
welfare,  rather  than health.  Anyone within a  local  authori ty  whose role covers  animal  welfare can
f ind out  more f rom sharon.edwards@cityof london.gov.uk
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Enforcement

A Pr ivate Members’  Bi l l  that ,  i f  passed,  would prevent
members of  the publ ic  buying f i reworks louder  than 90
decibels  was presented to Par l iament on the 16th of
October  2024.  

I t  is  due to have i ts  second reading on the 25th of  Apri l
2025 -  bi l ls .par l iament.uk/bi l ls/3791 

Fireworks

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-sentience-committee-report-on-the-due-regard-to-animal-welfare-legislative-compliance-and-enforcement/animal-sentience-committee-report-on-the-due-regard-to-animal-welfare-legislative-compliance-and-enforcement#asc-conclusions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-sentience-committee-report-on-the-due-regard-to-animal-welfare-legislative-compliance-and-enforcement/animal-sentience-committee-report-on-the-due-regard-to-animal-welfare-legislative-compliance-and-enforcement#asc-conclusions
mailto:sharon.edwards@cityoflondon.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-sentience-committee-report-on-the-due-regard-to-animal-welfare-legislative-compliance-and-enforcement/animal-sentience-committee-report-on-the-due-regard-to-animal-welfare-legislative-compliance-and-enforcement#asc-conclusions
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3791


L i c e n s i n g  o f  A n i m a l  A c t i v i t i e s  ( W a l e s )

In  February 2024,  a  Welsh Government consultat ion closed on
l icensing of  animal  act iv i t ies  in  Wales.  

The Welsh Government has publ ished i ts  analysis  of  the responses i t
received to this  consultat ion,  which included l ivery yards and animal
welfare establ ishments.  

The major i ty  of  respondents agreed that  many establ ishments,
act iv i t ies ,  and exhibits  could benef i t  f rom a consistent  form of
regulat ion or  sett ing of  standards under  a  nat ional  model .  

There was consensus that  regulat ion needed to be proport ionate,  f i t  for
purpose and act iv i ty-specif ic ,  supported by a  consistent ,  adequately
resourced and qual i f ied enforcement f ramework.  

The ful l  report  can be found here:  gov.wales/ l icensing-animal-welfare-
establ ishments-act iv i t ies-and-exhibits
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S c o t t i s h  C o d e  o f  P r a c t i c e  f o r
E q u i d a e

The Scott ish Government has asked the
equine sector  to  take the lead on
revis ing the Scott ish Code of  Pract ice
for  the Welfare of  Equidae,  which would
then be reviewed and endorsed by
Government.  

Six  working groups with representat ives
from across the sector  have been set  up
and are working towards producing an
init ia l  draft  by Apri l  2025,  however  the
sector  has been advised that  Scott ish
Government t ime may not  al low for  i t  to
be reviewed unti l  later  this  year .

https://www.gov.wales/licensing-animal-welfare-establishments-activities-and-exhibits
https://www.gov.wales/licensing-animal-welfare-establishments-activities-and-exhibits
https://www.gov.wales/licensing-animal-welfare-establishments-activities-and-exhibits


B r a n s b y  H o r s e s

Bransby have partnered with their  local  Lincolnshire Pol ice force  in  response to 130 incidents  of
loose horses in  the past  12 months.  Lincolnshire Pol ice’s  Rural  Cr ime Unit  are now better
equipped to manage such s i tuat ions thanks to donated headcol lars  and lead ropes f rom Bransby
Horses.

Inventively ,  the essential  equipment of  20 headcol lars  and lead ropes,  have been f i t ted with QR
codes which when scanned with a  smartphone,  provide off icers  with information on how to
approach,  catch and lead an equine,  as  wel l  as  contact  detai ls  for  Bransby Horses and other
chari t ies   to  ensure off icers  are prepared when they encounter  horses in  need.

This  equipment is  now avai lable in  pol ice stat ions across the Lincolnshire and every rural  cr ime
team response vehicle,  enabl ing off icers  to act  swif t ly  and safely  when managing loose horses,
ensuring the welfare of  the animals  and the safety of  the publ ic  and off icers .

R e d w i n g s  -  S t r a n g l e s  A w a r e n e s s  W e e k   ( 5 t h  - 1 1 t h  M a y )   
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Industry News

V e t s ,  h o r s e  o w n e r s  a n d  y a r d  o w n e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  S t r a n g l e s
A w a r e n e s s  W e e k  ( S A W ) ,  b y  s i g n i n g  u p  a s  A m b a s s a d o r s  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  c a m p a i g n ’ s
i m p o r t a n t  B E S T  p r a c t i c e  m e s s a g i n g  t o  h e l p  p r e v e n t  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e .

 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o  c l i c k  h e r e  B e c o m e  a n  A m b a s s a d o r  f o r  S t r a n g l e s  A w a r e n e s s  W e e k !  |  R e d w i n g s
H o r s e  S a n c t u a r y

T h e  a c r o n y m ,  w h i c h  s t a n d s  f o r  ‘ B o o s t  i m m u n i t y  w i t h
S t r a n g l e s  v a c c i n a t i o n ’ ;  ‘ E n g a g e  w i t h  t r u s t e d
i n f o r m a t i o n ’ ;  ‘ S e p a r a t e  u n f a m i l i a r  h o r s e s ’  a n d  ‘ T e m p
c h e c k  r o u t i n e l y ’ ,  i s  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n .

S A W  2 0 2 5  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  M a y  ( 5 t h  –
1 1 t h )  a n d  a i m s  t o  g e t  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  h o r s e  w o r l d
w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  s p r e a d  a n d  i m p a c t  o f
S t r a n g l e s  i n f e c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  f i n a n c i a l l y  a n d
e m o t i o n a l l y  c o s t l y .   

https://www.lincs.police.uk/rural-crime/
https://www.redwings.org.uk/news-and-features/become-ambassador-strangles-awareness-week
https://www.redwings.org.uk/news-and-features/become-ambassador-strangles-awareness-week


Researchers  have made a s ignif icant  breakthrough in the search for  the causal  agent  for  grass
sickness:  a  neurotoxic  enzyme,  with intr iguingly s imi lar  act ions to snake venom toxins.  

The toxin could be produced by ingested pasture microbes or  within the horse by gastrointest inal
microbes.  While  there is  no suggest ion that  venomous snakes cause grass s ickness,  i t  is  hoped
that  some of  the drugs that  are currently  being developed to t reat  and promote nerve regenerat ion
in people paralysed by snake venoms can aid recovery of  horses f rom grass s ickness.  

Spring 2025 Newsletter  |  page 09

E q u i n e  D i s e a s e  S u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  B i o s e c u r i t y

The Equine Infect ious Disease Survei l lance (EIDS)  team col laborates with
equine industry  stakeholders  to control  and prevent  equine infect ious
disease occurrences in  the UK.  They oversee numerous survei l lance
schemes to aid the identi f icat ion and report ing of  specif ic  infect ious
disease occurrences and provide a  f ree disease control  advice service for
veter inary surgeons.

The EIDS Quarter ly  Report  is  produced in col laborat ion with BEVA and
Defra/APHA.  A l ink to the latest  report  can be found here.

A new,  innovat ive onl ine healthcare tool  to  help equine owners
better  manage and understand biosecuri ty  has been developed by
UK vet  students  and is  avai lable through the Universi ty  of  Guelph.  

Complete a  short  quest ionnaire and f ind out  how your  faci l i ty
rates and learn ways to improve the areas that  are at  r isk .

Try i t  here -  P e r s o n a l i s e d  B i o s e c u r i t y  R i s k  C a l c u l a t o r

E q u i n e  G r a s s  S i c k n e s s  B r e a k t h r o u g h

The Equine Veter inary Journal  editor ial  can be found here.  I t  is  currently  f ree to read.

Researchers  identi fy  probable cause of  equine grass s ickness |  Br i t ish Equine Veter inary
Associat ion

This  f inding has the potent ial  to  lead to novel
treatments and improved diagnost ics  for  this
devastat ing disease.  

Further  work is  underway to determine the
source of  this  neurotoxin;  i t  is  l ikely  to be
produced by a  microbe such as a  bacter ium or
fungus which grows on the horse’s  pasture
during the cold and dry weather  which precedes
the disease.

Congratulat ions to the team at  the Dick Vet  Equine Hospital ,  Universi ty  of  Edinburgh,  Newcast le
Universi ty ,  Ist i tuto Zooprof i latt ico Sperimentale del le  Venezie,  and the Universi ty  of  Padova for
this  f inding,  which represents  a  major  clue in  solving the grass s ickness puzzle.  

https://equinesurveillance.org/landing/resources/reports/dsr20244.pdf
https://thehorseportal.ca/biosecurity-risk-calculator-tool/personalized-biosecurity-risk-calculator/
https://equinesurveillance.org/landing/resources/reports/dsr20244.pdf
https://thehorseportal.ca/biosecurity-risk-calculator-tool/personalized-biosecurity-risk-calculator/
https://beva.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/evj.14442
https://www.beva.org.uk/News/Latest-News/Details/Researchers-identify-probable-cause-of-equine-grass-sickness
https://www.beva.org.uk/News/Latest-News/Details/Researchers-identify-probable-cause-of-equine-grass-sickness
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C o m p e t i t i o n s  a n d  M a r k e t i n g  A u t h o r i t y  ( C M A )

T h e  C M A  h a s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  w o r k i n g  p a p e r s  s e t t i n g  o u t  t h e i r  c u r r e n t
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h e y  h a v e  g a t h e r e d  a n d  t h e i r  e m e r g i n g  v i e w s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r
M a r k e t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  V e t e r i n a r y  S e r v i c e s .  

A  l i n k  t o  t h e  o v e r v i e w  c a n  b e  f o u n d  h e r e :  O v e r v i e w  ( P D F ,  2 8 6 K B )  ( 6 . 2 . 2 5 )

C M A  h a v e  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  b e l o w :

Q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  v e t e r i n a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  b y  R e v e a l i n g  R e a l i t y  ( P D F ,  1 . 4 M B )
( 6 . 2 . 2 5 )
V e t  u s e r s  s u r v e y  f i n a l  r e p o r t  b y  A c c e n t  ( P D F ,  2 . 4 M B )  ( 6 . 2 . 2 5 )

T h e r e  a r e  n o  p r o p o s e d  r e m e d i e s  b y  t h e  C M A  a t  t h i s  s t a g e .

T h e  R C V S  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  C M A  p a p e r s  c a n  b e  r e a d  h e r e  R C V S  r e s p o n d s  t o  C M A ’ s  w o r k i n g
p a p e r s  |  B r i t i s h  E q u i n e  V e t e r i n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  

H e l p  S h a p e  t h e  F u t u r e  o f  A n i m a l  M u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  C a r e

The Register  of  Animal  Musculoskeletal  Pract i t ioners  (RAMP) is  conducting a survey to better
understand how owners and professionals  access musculoskeletal  (MSK) care for  animals .  As key
stakeholders  in  equine and animal  welfare,  your  insights  wi l l  be invaluable in  shaping future
standards and improving access to qual i f ied pract i t ioners .

RAMP is  a  voluntary industry  regulatory body that  maintains a  register  of  degree- level  osteopaths,
chiropractors ,  and physiotherapists  who treat  animals .  Unl ike human healthcare,  where these
professions are legal ly  regulated,  no statutory f ramework exists  for  MSK care in  animals .  RAMP
ensures pract i t ioners  meet  professional  standards,  hold appropriate qual i f icat ions,  and operate
under  a  structured code of  pract ice.

This  survey aims to gather  feedback on how MSK services are accessed,  expectat ions around care,
and the role of  regulatory oversight .  Your  part ic ipat ion wi l l  contr ibute to a  clearer  understanding
of  the needs within the sector  and help advocate for  higher  standards in  animal  health care.

Complete the survey h e r e  by 1st  Apri l  2025
 
For  further  detai ls  about  RAMP,  v is i t  r a m p r e g i s t e r . o r g

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a3e65108d82b458c553ce9/Overview_of_our_working_papers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a3a94ead556423b636cae1/Qual_Market_Research_Report_-_Revealing_Reality.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a3aae008d82b458c553ce8/Quant_Market_Research_Report___Accent.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a3e65108d82b458c553ce9/Overview_of_our_working_papers.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a3a94ead556423b636cae1/Qual_Market_Research_Report_-_Revealing_Reality.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67a3aae008d82b458c553ce8/Quant_Market_Research_Report___Accent.pdf
https://www.beva.org.uk/News/Latest-News/Details/RCVS-responds-to-CMAs-working-papers
https://www.beva.org.uk/News/Latest-News/Details/RCVS-responds-to-CMAs-working-papers
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdBCOAVkRSa4OKT8VOmMo2dAbhNI4lF_df3qKb-VoFQIX1H5Q/viewform
http://www.rampregister.org/
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Education/Research/CPD Opportunities
W o r l d  H o r s e  W e l f a r e  l a u n c h e s  n e w  F a t  S c o r i n g  R e s o u r c e s

During 2024,  a  project  was undertaken to incorporate human behaviour  change pr inciples into
their  weight  management mater ials .  Research highl ighted that  horse owners struggle to remain
object ive when fat  scor ing their  horse.  World Horse Welfare asked staf f  f rom across the
organisat ion to complete a  survey examining motivat ions and barr iers  to fat  scor ing,  staf f  were
then invited to take part  in  a  ser ies  of  fat  scor ing workshops.  The results  f rom the survey and
feedback f rom the workshops were used to update the mater ials ,  which led to a  new way of
presenting each of  the body areas that  are scored during the fat  scor ing process.

Instead of  the t radit ional  whole-body diagram per  score,  the redesigned mater ials  show each of
the 3 body areas which are scored during the process:

Neck and shoulder
Back and barrel
Hindquarters .  

The newly developed resources were t r ia l led at  Your  Horse
Live in  November 2024 to get  essential  feedback via  a  short
survey for  horse owners.

An overwhelming 97% preferred the updated resources,  with
over  70% being very l ikely  to use them when fat  scor ing
their  own horses.

“Much clearer  descr ipt ions and images”
“Clear  v isual  and br ight  images which are easy to
interpret  for  any age and experience”
“Real ly  clear  methodology,  people can fol low and have a
good foundation in  assessing their  horses”

 
These new resources are avai lable to download from their
website  advice page via  the fol lowing l ink:  W e i g h t :  i s  y o u r
h o r s e  t h e  r i g h t  w e i g h t ?  

A d v a n c i n g  E q u i n e  W e l f a r e

Signif icant  progress is  being made in the Morr is  Animal  Foundation funded Social  Stables project
at  Hartpury Universi ty ,  which is  invest igat ing the impact  of  social  access (v ia  removable stable
part i t ions)  on stabled horses '  s leep qual i ty  and quanti ty ,  social  interact ions,  foraging behaviour ,
and cognit ive f lexibi l i ty  — a key factor  in  equine trainabi l i ty .

The research team is  al ready uncovering valuable insights ,  and the
forthcoming data is  expected to deepen understanding of  equine
welfare in  stabled environments.

This  pioneering study is  being led by a  dedicated team of
researchers  f rom Hartpury and also benef i ts  f rom col laborat ion with
Dr David Marl in  (AnimalWeb Ltd) ,  Dr  Tamzin Furtado (Universi ty  of
Liverpool) ,  Dr  Jo Hockenhul l  (Universi ty  of  Br istol) ,  and Dr
Marianne Freeman (Universi ty  Centre Sparsholt) .

The research team looks forward to presenting the f indings to
inform and enhance equine welfare pract ices as  the project
progresses.

https://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/advice/weight-is-your-horse-the-right-weight
https://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/advice/weight-is-your-horse-the-right-weight
https://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/advice/weight-is-your-horse-the-right-weight
https://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/advice/weight-is-your-horse-the-right-weight
https://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/horses


R S P C A  C a l l s  f o r  U n i t e d  A c t i o n  t o  I m p r o v e  E q u i n e  W e l f a r e

The RSPCA has released a comprehensive report  t i t led "H o r s e  S e n s e :  A  G o o d  L i f e  f o r  H o r s e s
T h r o u g h  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  H o r s e – H u m a n  R e l a t i o n s h i p ,"  cal l ing for  a  unif ied ef fort  among horse
owners,  the equine sector ,  and governments to enhance equine welfare.

Dr  Mark Kennedy,  NEWC Director  and RSPCA Senior  Scient i f ic  and Pol icy Manager  for  Equines,
said:  “This  report  br ings together  v i tal  research and outl ines a  number of  ways in  which horse
owners,  the equine sector  and governments can al l  work together  and be the dr iv ing force for
change for  horses everywhere.”

Read more and download the ful l  report  h e r e
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The report  identi f ies  several  key welfare concerns,  including:
Inadequate faci l i t ies  that  l imit  turnout ,  grazing,  and social isat ion
opportunit ies .
Health issues such as obesity  and gastr ic  ulcers .
Behavioural  problems stemming from l imited social  interact ion and
rough handl ing.

To address these chal lenges,  the report  recommends:
Legislat ive and pol icy reforms to strengthen exist ing laws and
introduce new regulat ions,  such as l icensing for  l ivery yards and
equine rescues.
Educat ional  ini t iat ives to br idge knowledge and ski l l  gaps among
horse owners and caretakers .
Promoting att i tude and behaviour  changes to ensure horses '  welfare
needs are met  consistent ly .

For  30 years ,  the Blue Cross Pet  Loss Support  team has been helping people cope with the
heartbreak of  losing a pet  — whether  through death,  enforced separat ion,  or  theft .  In  addit ion to
support ing gr ieving pet  owners,  they also provide veter inary professionals  and pet  service
providers  with the ski l ls  to  of fer  compassionate care during these di f f icult  t imes.

Their  accredited,  award-winning Continual  Professional  Development (CPD) t raining courses,
workshops,  and webinars  teach techniques to conf idently  support  those experiencing pet  loss.  In
2025,  they are offer ing equine-specif ic  loss courses designed to provide special ized guidance for
horse owners and caregivers .

B l u e  C r o s s  E q u i n e  L o s s  V i r t u a l  W o r k s h o p s :  9th May and 10th September

These workshops are thoughtful ly  spl i t  into two parts :  a  two-hour,  learner- led onl ine session,
fol lowed by a  three-hour,  t ra iner- led vir tual  workshop.  Part ic ipants  wi l l  gain insights  into the
complexit ies  of  horse loss and gr ief  in  today’s  world,  a long with pract ical  tools  to of fer
meaningful  support .  Topics covered include qual i ty  of  l i fe ,  euthanasia,  and sel f -care.

For  more information,  v is i t :  B l u e  C r o s s  C P D  C o u r s e s  f o r  P e t  P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Bespoke equine loss t raining can also be arranged,  ei ther  face-to- face or  onl ine.  NEWC Members
are el igible for  a  10% discount  — simply reference your  membership when contact ing
p l s t r a i n i n g @ b l u e c r o s s . o r g . u k .

S u p p o r t i n g  O w n e r s  T h r o u g h  E q u i n e  L o s s

https://newc.co.uk/equine-community-urged-to-come-together-for-horse-welfare/
https://newc.co.uk/equine-community-urged-to-come-together-for-horse-welfare/
https://www.bluecross.org.uk/cpd-courses-for-pet-professionals#anchor8
mailto:plstraining@bluecross.org.uk


D o n k e y s  T a k e  C e n t r e  S t a g e  i n  N e w  E x e t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  F i l m  M o d u l e

The Donkey Sanctuary has partnered with Exeter  Universi ty  to develop a groundbreaking new
module as part  of  the universi ty ’s  f i lm degree,  focusing on the representat ion of  donkeys in
cinema.  This  f i rst -of - i ts -k ind course examines how f i lmmakers have portrayed the inner  l ives of
donkeys,  their  personif icat ion in  animation,  and their  roles in  fables,  fa i ry  tales,  rel igious
narrat ives,  and documentar ies.

The module seeks to chal lenge long-standing stereotypes in  popular  culture that  reduce donkeys
to s impl ist ic  symbols  of  stubbornness,  fool ishness,  or  laziness — misrepresentat ions that  can
inf luence publ ic  perceptions and impact  their  welfare.  Learn more about  this  innovat ive ini t iat ive
here:  L e a d  r o l e  f o r  d o n k e y s  i n  E x e t e r  U n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  |  T h e  D o n k e y  S a n c t u a r y

In  addit ion,  The Donkey Sanctuary’s  research team is  act ively  explor ing publ ic  perceptions of
donkeys and their  care in  sanctuary sett ings.  After  conducting ini t ia l  interviews with vis i tors  in
October ,  the team plans to gather  further  insights  in  May.  

Another  upcoming project  wi l l  delve into donkey ownership in  the UK and I reland,  invest igat ing
the motivat ions behind acquir ing donkeys,  their  management,  and the types of  support  owners
might  need.  As part  of  this  research,  the team wil l  a lso speak with prospect ive owners to better
understand their  expectat ions and decis ion-making processes.
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O n l i n e  T r a i n i n g  C o u r s e – S u p p o r t i n g  B e h a v i o u r  C h a n g e  i n  A n i m a l  O w n e r s  

Mental  Health Nurse,  Bronwen Wil l iams,  is  running two further  t ra ining courses this  year  in  the
Spring and Autumn on Using Motivat ional  Interviewing and other  strategies and interventions to
support  animal  owners with behaviour  change.  

The course is  designed for  anyone working in animal  health,  care or  welfare who has direct  contact
with owners and others  who need to make behaviour  changes for  the welfare of  their  animals .  This
course is  appropriate for  those who have face-to- face vis i ts  and consultat ions and those who take
phone cal ls .  

The course wi l l  help those who need to have di f f icult  conversat ions with animal  owners,  and
others ,  about  issues such as weight ,  euthanasia,  breeding,  general  care and health,  numbers of
animals ,  including animal  hoarding,  and with re-homers or  guardians and repeat  welfare reporters .  

For  further  information contact :  bronwen.wi l l iams@yahoo.com

https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/articles/lead-role-for-donkeys-in-exeter-university-course
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKBOnYPxOXE
mailto:bronwen.williams@yahoo.com
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U n d e r s t a n d  H o r s e s  L i v e  2 0 2 5  a n d  E q u i n e  P a i n  C o u r s e

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  A s s e s s i n g  E q u i n e  P a i n
E n r o l m e n t  N o w  O p e n

Understand Horses invites equine professionals  to
part ic ipate in  the upcoming "U n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  A s s e s s i n g
E q u i n e  P a i n"  course,  start ing on 12th Apri l  2025.  

This  comprehensive four-week programme,  led by esteemed
experts  –  veter inary behaviourist  Roxane Kir ton,  veter inary
physiotherapist  Hol ly  Gal lacher ,  and equine behaviour
consultant  Just ine Harr ison –  of fers  a  pract ical ,  evidence-

World Horse Welfare’s  f ree W e l f a r e  W e d n e s d a y  w e b i n a r s  are underway again.  Further  information
on the upcoming speakers  and al l  previous welfare webinars  are f ree to access via  this  l ink:

W e l f a r e  W e d n e s d a y s  -  W o r l d  H o r s e  W e l f a r e  

based approach to recognising and assessing equine pain and discomfort  f rom both physiological
and behavioural  perspect ives.

Part ic ipants  wi l l  benef i t  f rom four  weeks of  immersive learning,  including video lessons,  l ive group
discussions via  Zoom, access to a  dedicated forum,  real - l i fe  case studies,  and act ionable insights
tai lored for  professionals  seeking to enhance their  understanding of  equine welfare.

For  further  information and to register ,  please vis i t :  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  A s s e s s i n g  E q u i n e  P a i n

U n d e r s t a n d  H o r s e s  L i v e  –  S a v e  t h e  D a t e !

Mark your  calendars  for  Understand Horses Live,  taking
place on 9-10 August  2025 at  Nott ingham Trent
Universi ty .  

This  two-day event  promises an engaging programme of
lectures,  pract ical  demonstrat ions,  and workshops,
covering a broad spectrum of  topics in  horse behaviour ,
t ra ining,  physiology,  equine science,  and welfare.

An internat ional  panel  of  renowned equine professionals  –  including behaviour  consultants ,
academics,  veter inar ians,  physiotherapists ,  and trainers  –  wi l l  present  a  diverse range of  topics on
Saturday,  fol lowed by hands-on demonstrat ions and workshops with NTU Brackenhurst ’s  resident
horses on Sunday.  For  further  detai ls ,  please vis i t :  U n d e r s t a n d  H o r s e s  L i v e

https://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/advice/general-advice/welfare-wednesdays
https://courses.understandhorses.com/courses/understanding-and-assessing-equine-pain
https://www.understandhorses.com/understand-horses-live
https://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/advice/general-advice/welfare-wednesdays
https://courses.understandhorses.com/courses/understanding-and-assessing-equine-pain
https://www.understandhorses.com/understand-horses-live


M a k e  a  D i f f e r e n c e  E v e n t s  R e t u r n :
E n h a n c i n g  E q u i n e  W e l f a r e  T h r o u g h  E d u c a t i o n

Bransby Horses is  proud to announce the return of  i ts  Make a
Dif ference (MAD) events .  The MAD events  of fer  an invaluable
opportunity  for  equine professionals  and horse owners to expand
their  knowledge,  with Bransby Horses’  experienced team and
industry  experts  del iver ing insightful  sessions on key welfare topics.
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The f i rst  MAD event  of  2025,  " U n d e r s t a n d i n g  E q u i n e  B e h a v i o u r , "  wi l l  take place on Thursday,  10th
Apri l ,  at  11:00 AM in the Cl i f ford Marshal l  Bui lding at  Bransby Horses in  Lincoln.

The session wi l l  feature Dr .  Helen Spence,  an ABTC-registered Cl inical  Animal  Behaviourist
special is ing in  equines.  Dr .  Spence br ings a  wealth of  experience,  having worked extensively  with
equines and their  owners,  and is  a  Ful l  Member of  the Associat ion of  Pet  Behaviour  Counsel lors .

This  event  is  highly recommended for  equine professionals ,  t ra iners ,  and enthusiasts  seeking to
enhance their  expert ise and contr ibute to improving equine welfare.

Attendance is  f ree of  charge;  however ,  pre-registrat ion is  required.  To secure your  place,  please
complete the registrat ion form avai lable h e r e .

A  recent  study by Hartpury Universi ty  and HorseWorld Trust ,  publ ished in Animals ,  explored
grazing strategies to manage equine obesity ,  comparing tradit ional  continuous grazing with a  t rack
system aimed at  increasing horse movement.

K e y  F i n d i n g s :
Movement:  Horses on the track system were more act ive.
Body Condit ion:  Increased movement didn’t  s ignif icantly  af fect  body condit ion.
Pasture Management:  The track system reduced pasture damage and helped manage grass
intake.

I m p l i c a t i o n s :  Whi le  the t rack system encouraged more movement i t  didn’t  s ignif icantly  impact
body condit ion within the study’s  t imeframe.  This  highl ights  the need to pair  act iv i ty- focused
grazing strategies with control led feeding and regular  exercise to manage equine obesity
effect ively .

Access the research here:  mdpi .com/2076-2615/15/6/874 

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/15/6/874
https://bransbyhorses.co.uk/news-events/make-a-difference-events/
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/15/6/874


N E W C  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g
( V i r t u a l )

 D a t e  T B C  2 0 2 5

https://newc.co.uk/
https://x.com/NationalEWC
mailto:info@newc.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/NationalEquineWelfareCouncil
https://www.instagram.com/nationalewc/
https://www.youtube.com/@nationalequinewelfarecounc4760

